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importance was assured. It is now strongly
fortified, and a British Protectorate is estab-
lished over the neighbouring country of
Somaliland, in order to ensure supplies of
food in time of war if it were invested by sea.
From Aden to Colombo was the next stage
of the journey, and in six days the beautiful
island of Ceylon, the chief of the Crown
Colonies, began to show upon the horizon, and
soon the Duke was receiving the homage of
his Singhalese subjects, For the second time
he heard the loyal words of welcome, and saw
the beautiful scenery and the many races of his
island dependency.
In his reply to their addresses the Duke
referred to his boyhood's visit of nineteen years
before, and thanked them for their consistent
loyalty, and for " that spirit of patriotism and
self-sacrifice which gave the flower of their
manhood to defend the Empire's cause in
South Africa." " It is," he added, " this readi-
ness to share in the common burden which
forges the links in the chain which, it is hoped,
may ever unite the countries of his Majesty's
dominions." In addition, the Duke pointed
out to the Chambers of Commerce that they
were "the eyes and ears of our commercial
system," and that on their experience and
advice depended the prosperity of our trade.